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Background
First reported in December 2019 in Wuhan, China, the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) with its
rapid spread has taken the world by surprise. On 11 March 2020, WHO’s Director General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus declared COVID-19 a ‘global pandemic’, the highest-level classification the
organization can give. He sounded the alarm on the "inaction of countries in response to the
disease and urged a better reaction to the alarming levels of spread and severity" of the outbreak.
WHO’s global dashboard1 on the COVID-19 situation as of 23 March shows the virus has reached
over 189 countries with close to 335,000 confirmed cases. WHO on 13 March declared “Europe at
the epicenter of the coronavirus pandemic” due to an alarmingly rapid rise in cases than the rest
of the world. Calls for social distancing and isolation, barriers in trading of goods and services,
severe travel restrictions and overwhelming of healthcare systems are differentially impacting the
lives of women and men in the region.
While the COVID-19 pandemic is shifting needs, responsibilities and challenges faced by both
women and men, women are playing a disproportionate role in responding to the outbreak,
including as frontline healthcare workers, carers at home and as community leaders and
mobilisers.
UN Women’s ECARO’s Response
UN Women ECARO is looking to support 18 countries2 under the following priority areas:
 Evidence-based knowledge including performance measurement and accountability
frameworks on COVID-19 gender-responsive actions, are accessible to policy-makers,
practitioners and decision-makers;
 Women’s groups at national and local level advocate for national and local initiatives to
prevent and respond to COVID-19, targeting especially most vulnerable women and men;
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Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Georgia, Moldova, Montenegro, Kazakhstan, Kosovo (under UN Resolution),
Kyrgyzstan, North Macedonia, Ukraine, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Turkey
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 Women and young girls have skills, knowledge and opportunities to access livelihood and
income generation activities during restrictions created by COVID-19 with a focus on LNOB;
 Enhanced national and regional capacity of institutions and partners to develop and
implement gender-responsive programming, plans and budgets to address the COVID-19
crisis;
 Women and girl survivors of gender-based violence or those at risk of violence access and
benefit from targeted services.
 Tackling burden of work on women and girls in the current situation;
 Addressing gender stereotypes and discriminatory practices;
 Supporting women’s access to reliable timely information and services.
Currently UN Women ECARO is engaged into consultations with partners, including UN sister
agencies, private sector companies and other development actors to find practical ways and
solutions for delivery of gendered response to COVID-19 and support those left behind.
Objectives of the Sub-Regional Consultations
In preparation for COVID-19 response, UN Women ECARO and its Regional Civil Society Advisory
Group (CSAG) intend to conduct sub-regional several consultations for Eastern Partnership
countries, Central Asia and for Western Balkans and Turkey to discuss the current situation and
challenges in regard of COVID-19 response and to agree on key priorities to support a meaningful
engagement and contribution to the response to ensure needs of all marginalized groups and
people in need are fully met. The first consultation will take place on April 3rd, 2020, with the
participation of the Eastern Partnership countries.
The sub-regional consultations have the following objectives:
 To bring together representatives of civil society organizations (CSOs) to discuss challenges
and priorities for COVID-19 response from the gender perspective and needs of left-behind
groups (informal workers, disabled, irregular migrants, refugees, HIV-positive, etc.) and
possible joint actions to address them;
 Exchange of experience, expertise and ideas across different countries;
 To develop a joint position paper with key messages to approach governments and
international development partners and suggest key sub-region-specific actions which
need to be put in place for an efficient response.
Participants
The sub-regional Consultation will bring together up to 50 participants representing:
 non-governmental organizations, women’s organizations, youth and civic activists;
 representatives of UN Women RO and country offices.
Format of consultations
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Prior to the meeting participants will be asked to share a brief country specific update on the
situation and challenges in COVID-19 response, based on data and evidences on issues particularly
affecting women and girls, such as:
 Incidence of GBV and possible increase
 Potential loss of income for women in informal sector, women entrepreneurs, labour
migrants, domestic workers, etc.
 Additional burden of unpaid care and domestic work
 Impact on female health and social workers, etc.
 Do the Governments developed national response plans for created situation and did they
involved in the process CSOs
At the consultations the summary of the country updates will be presented and followed by a
moderated discussion on the following issues:
1. What practices do we have in the sub-region in regard of engendered response?
2. Priorities for further actions and what kind of support is required for their implementation
3. Key messages to development actors engaged into COVID-19 response to ensure its
gender responsiveness and leaving no one behind.

Expected results
-

Agreed next steps and actions for a joint response;
Agreed key messages to development partners.

Software requirements: www.zoom.us
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Agenda
11.00-11.10

Opening session
Welcome address by Alia El-Yassir, UN Women Regional Director for Europe
and Central Asia
Liliana Palihovici, UN Women EAC CSAG member – purpose of the meeting
and suggested rules for discussions

11.10- 11.45

Session 1: Current situation, challenges and priorities for COVID-19
response from the gender perspective.
Moderated discussions focused on needs of left-behind groups and practices
to address them at the sub-region
Moderator: Liliana Palihovici
Short interventions by participants

11.45- 12. 45

Session 2: Priorities for CSOs for effective joint actions to address COVID19 response from the gender perspective
Moderated discussions focused on:
 Prevention and response to VAW
 How to address a potential loss of income for women in informal
sector, women entrepreneurs, labour migrants, domestic workers, etc.
 Actions to reduce an additional burden of unpaid care and domestic
work
 Impact on female health and social workers and possible actions to
address
Moderator: Natalia Karbowska

12.45- 13.15

Session 3: Key messages to development partners to design and
implement COVID-19 response from gender and LNOB approaches. Next
steps and actions. Conclusions
Moderator: Nargis Azizova and Liliana Palihovici
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